USD 380 Grade 7 and 8 Music Curriculum


	Standard


	Benchmark
	Indicator 

	Instructional Suggestions


	Standard 1: Singing, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music.


	Benchmark 1: The student sings with good breath control through her/his singing range, alone and in small and large ensembles

	M111
The student singes accurately with a supported tone throughout their vocal range while singing alone and in small and large ensembles.
	The teacher has students

All Elements

• discriminate between a supported and nonsupported tone.

• sing throughout their ranges with appropriate support.

• sing using appropriate breath support to strive for proper phrasing, diction and timbre in solo and ensemble vocal literature.

	
	
	M112

The student uses vocal techniques required for expressive performance of vocal literature of in a classroom setting.

	The teacher has students

1. Expression:

Articulation

• strive for accurate vowel shapes/sounds by singing appropriate vocal literature.

• strive for accurate beginning and ending consonants by singing appropriate vocal literature.

• strive for accurate diphthongs by singing appropriate vocal literature.

• strive for precise diction by singing appropriate literature.

All Elements

• expressively sing by memory with precise diction.

	
	Benchmark 2: The student sings with expression and strives for technical accuracy a repertoire of vocal literature including some songs performed from memory.
	M121

The student uses vocal techniques required for expressive performance of vocal literature in a classroom setting.

	The teacher has students

1. Expression:

Articulation

• strive for vowel shapes/sounds by singing appropriate vocal literature.

• strive for beginning and ending consonants 

• strive for precise diction by singing appropriate literature.

All Elements

• expressively sing by memory vocal pieces

	
	Benchmark 3: The student sings music representing diverse genres and cultures with expression appropriate for the work being performed.

	M131

The student applies appropriate stylistic elements needed to perform authentically the music of various genres and cultures.

	The teacher has students

1. Expression:

Style

• compare and contrast stylistic differences of music from various genres and cultures.

• sing vocal music representing diverse genres and cultures with appropriate expression.

All Elements

• sing vocal music representing diverse genres and cultures with appropriate expression and timbre.

	
	Benchmark 4: The student sings music written in two or three parts.

	M141

The student sings harmony in songs of two or three parts.

	The teacher has students

1. Harmony

• with the class, sing the harmony with a provided melody in a two-part setting.

• in a group setting, independently sing harmony in a two-part arrangement while other students sing the melody.

• sing harmony in three-part music.

	
	Benchmark 5: The student sings with expression and technical accuracy a varied repertoire of vocal literature including some songs performed from memory.
	M151

The student uses vocal techniques required for expressive performance of vocal literature.
	The teacher has students

1. All Elements

• sing with appropriate vocal technique required for expressive performance of vocal literature.

	Standard 2: Performing on instruments, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music.

All benchmarks and indicators for Standard 2 are incorporated into the Instrumental (Band) Music Curriculum.


	Standard 3: Improvising melodies, variations, and accompaniments.

	Benchmark 1: The student improvises simple harmonies, melodic variations, and simple rhythmic variations. 
	M311
The student improvises simple harmonies in classrooms across the curriculum. 
	The teacher has students

1. Explore accompaniments using a variety of instruments for a variety of purposes across the curriculum. 
2. Melody

• compare/contrast melodic embellishments and melodic variations.

• perform embellishments on a given melody using pentatonic and/or major keys.

• perform variations on a given melody using pentatonic and/or major keys.

2. Rhythm

• identify rhythmic variations in a given melody.

• perform rhythmic variations on a given melody.

• perform rhythmic variations on a melody of their own choice.

All Elements

• perform a set of variations on a melody of their own choice using melodic, rhythmic and other musical components.

	Standard 4: Composing and arranging music within specified guidelines.

	Benchmark 1: The student explores creating and arranging short songs and instrumental pieces within specified guidelines.
	M411
The student explores the elements of composing music.
	The teacher has students
Students have the option to explore composition of music


	Standard 5: Reading and notating music
	Benchmark 1

The students reads, notates, and interprets at sight simple melodies in both the treble and bass clefs.
	M511

The student reads and notates, and interprets music with whole, half, quarter, eighth, sixteenth, and dotted notes and other meter signatures.


	The teacher has students

1. Time

A. respond to subdivided beat in duple or triple meter and sixteenth notes, dotted notes and corresponding rests in metrical context; 6/8, 3/8 and alla breve meter signatures.

 Identify subdivided beat in duple or triple; sixteenth notes, dotted notes and corresponding rests in metrical context; 6/8, 3/8, and alla breve meter signatures.

Read: subdivided beat in duple or triple meter; sixteenth notes, dotted notes and corresponding rests in metrical context; 6/8, 3/8, and alla breve meter signatures.


	
	Benchmark 2

The student reads at sight simple melodies in both the treble and bass clefs.
	M521

The student sight reads simple melodies in treble and bass clefs.
	The teacher has students

1. Melody

• identify

o intervals in treble clef

o intervals in bass clef

• sing or play

o intervals in treble clef.

o intervals in bass clef.

• sight-read

o simple melodies in treble clef.

o simple melodies in bass clef.

o simple melodies in treble and bass clef.


	
	Benchmark 3

The student identifies and defines standard notation symbols for pitch, rhythm, dynamics, tempo, articulation, and expression (interpretation).
	M531
The student identifies and defines standard notation symbols.
	The teacher has students

1. All Elements

• identify

o standard pitch notation.

o standard time notation (beat, meter, rhythm).

o standard notation for expression (dynamic, tempo,

articulation markings)

o form (da capo, fine, :ll )

• define standard terminology for

o pitch

o time—meter, rhythm,

o expression—tempo, dynamic, articulation

o form (e.g. ABA, theme and variation, da capo, fine).

	
	Benchmark 4
The student sight reads music and uses standard notation to notate their musical ideas and the musical ideas of others in choral ensembles or class.
	M541
The student sight reads music and creates and notates a short musical phrase using standard notation.
	The teacher has students

1. All Elements

• sight-read simple music of following selected expressive markings.

o tempo markings only (e.g. allegro, andante, largo)

o dynamic markings only (e.g. p,f, szf. cresc.)

o articulation markings only (e.g. staccato)

• sight-read music with a difficulty level of 2 following all expressive markings.

• create and notate a musical phrase

o using treble and bass clef (grand staff).

o using common rhythm patterns.

o adding symbols for dynamics, tempo, articulation, and interpretation.

2. Time

• notate a dictated musical phrase

o using the grand staff.

o using 6/8, 3/8, and alla breve with common rhythm patterns.

All Expression

o adding symbols for dynamics, tempo, articulation, and interpretation to a dictated musical phrase.

o adding symbols for dynamics, tempo, articulation, and interpretation to a created musical phrase.

	Standard 6: Listening to, analyzing, and describing music.
	Benchmark 1: The student describes specific music events in a given aural example, using appropriate terminology through guided listening
	M611

The student describes specific music events in a given aural example, using appropriate terminology through guided listening
	The teacher has students

1. All Elements

• define specified music vocabulary terms.

• identify and label specific music events in a given music selection; identify the elements of music used in a given music example.

• compare/contrast the way in which the elements of music are used in diverse genres.

• identify the basic principles of meter, rhythm, tonality, intervals, chords, and harmonic progressions through guided listening.



	
	
	M612

The student analyzes the uses of musical elements in aural examples representing diverse genres and cultures through guided listening
	

	
	
	M613

The student demonstrates knowledge of the basic principles of meter, rhythm, tonality, intervals, chords, and harmonic progressions in her/his analysis of music through guided listening

	

	Standard 7: Evaluating music and music performance.
	Benchmark 1:

The student evaluates the quality and effectiveness of music performances and compositions.

	M711

The student uses criteria for evaluating the quality and effectiveness of his/her and others’ music performances and compositions
	The teacher has students

1. All Elements

• describe the musical characteristics of an effective performance

or composition.

• compare/contrast the quality and effectiveness of varied performances and compositions.

	
	Benchmark 2: The student demonstrates appropriate behavior for the context and style of music performed.
	M721 

The student practices appropriate behavior in the classroom and while attending or performing at live music events.
	The teacher has students
1. Identify appropriate concert behaviors in various musical settings (classroom listening and/or live concerts).

• demonstrate appropriate performance behaviors in various musical settings.

	Standard 8: Understanding relationships between music, the other arts, and disciplines outside the arts.
	Benchmark 1: The student compares and describes the ways in which principles and subject matter of other disciplines in the school and world are interrelated with those of music. 
	M811

The student identifies the interrelationships of music to other disciplines in the school and world.
	The teacher has students

1. Identify, describe similarities, and respond to the conceptual elements of a selected discipline as it relates to the conceptual elements of music.


	Standard 9: Understanding music in relation to history and culture.
	Benchmark 1: The student describes characteristics of music genres, styles, or culture from aural examples of various historical periods and cultures.
	M911 

The student identifies music, describes specific elements of genres, styles, cultures, and historical periods. 
	The teacher has students
1. Identify and classify  music by genre, style, historical period and composer.

2. Explains the characteristics (elements) that cause the repertoire to be considered exemplary. 

	
	
	M912 

The student identifies and describes roles and explores careers of musicians in various music settings and cultures.
	The teacher has students
1. All Elements

• identify various music professions (e.g. opera singer, disc

jockey, composer, director, technicians).

• identify the role of musicians in various cultures.
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