FHS Intro to Agricultural Education (7th Grade) 

 Instructor: Mr. Larry Smart
 
This course is an 18-week class targeted to seventh grade students who will become consumers of agricultural products.  Emphasis will be placed on agriculture literacy, consumer education, and leadership development. This is a hands-on course that will involve many short units including careers in agriculture, plant and small animal science, and business.
Program Overview              All classes in the Agricultural Education Department are divided into three main components, as approved by the Kansas State Department of Education.  These include classroom and laboratory instruction, the Supervised Agricultural Experience (SAE) Program, and the National FFA Organization.  Students who enroll in these classes at the high school level are expected to participate in each of the three areas.  The Agricultural Education Department focuses on building career development skills in all students in the many areas of the field of agriculture.
Description of the FFA 
The FFA is a National Organization made up of nearly 500,000 members from all fifty states.  The FFA's mission is to make a positive difference in the lives of students by developing their potential for premier leadership, personal growth, and career success through agricultural education.  Members are expected to participate in a wide variety of activities, which may range from across the state and across the nation.
60 Grading Scale:
60-62 = A

60-63 = A

60-64 = A-
60-65 = B+
60-66 = B
60-67 = B-
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60-69 = C
60-70 = C-
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60-72 = D
60-73 = D-
61 59 & below = F
 Outline:
Unit 1 -- What is Agricultural Education and FFA? (LK MS 63, 65)
*          Opportunities in the Agricultural Education Program
*          Components of a complete program
*          Purpose of FFA
 
Unit 2 -- Understanding SAE's (LK MS 68)
· Define SAE 

· Explain the Purpose of SAE programs 

· Provide examples of Exploratory SAE's 

 
Unit 3 -- Career Explorations (LK MS 27)
· Discuss Career Clusters 

· Discuss Education required for different careers 

· Discuss Traditional and Non-Traditional roles 

· Identify 26 agriculture careers 

 
Unit 4 -- Agriculture - What is it?
*          World population growth
*          Historical Events Agriculture
*          Trends in the agriculture industries
*          Statistics on the size and number of farms
*          Agriculture in MarshallCounty and the State
*          US Ag Census
 
Unit 5 -- Plant Science
*          Identify parts of a plant, seed, and flower
*          Define Photosynthesis
*          Gather a leaf sample collection
 
Unit 6 -- Small Animal Science
*          Sources of pets and livestock
*          Food and Feed Crops
*          Cost and care requirements of livestock
*          Advantages and disadvantages of livestock
*          Varieties of species
*          Animal Life Cycles
 
Unit 7 -- Ag Mechanics
*          Use hand tools safely
*          Identify different types and purposes of wood
*          Learn and Use different fasteners
*          Construct a woods projects
You are expected to bring all necessary equipment & materials to class each day (Space will be provided to leave these items in the Agriculture classroom).  This includes, but is not limited to, the following: Planner, Writing Utensil, Paper, Notebook, and clothing for the days activities.
